
Connected water 
meter

Need references on ewes water consumption.

• Measure water consumption at the water trough, 
batch or animal

• Detect a water leak

• Detect a problem in the lot

Country:

France

Production System 
(dairy or/and meat 
sheep/goat):

All

Category of Animal 
(ewe, goat, 
replacement, lamb, 
kid):

All

Source of 
Information:

https://techcare-
project.Eu/

A connected water meter makes possible to measure 
the volume of water consumed on all part of a barn 
(e.g. drinking trough) thanks to a pulse transmitter 
positioned on the meter.

The pulses emitted are proportional to the flow of 
water passing through this meter. The pulses can be 
recorded by a logger which stores and transmits this 
data to a gateway for live access on a website or 
smartphone application.

The water meter is placed on the pipe of the water 
trough to measure the water consumed by the ewes or 
lambs access to this water trough. An identification 
system can be placed near the drinking trough to know 
the frequentation of the drinking trough per animal. To 
have an accurate idea of the lot’s consumption, all 
water trough must be equipped with a water meter. To 
know the consumption of an animal, it is important to 
be able to link the identification of the animal to the 
values measured by the water meter.

• Knowledge of animal water consumption

• Alerts in case of problems on the water network

• Animal health and welfare alerts

Need:

Aim:

Description:

How to 
Implement:

Expected 
Benefits:

https://techcare-project.eu/
https://techcare-project.eu/


• A water meter per water trough, a pulse 
transmitter, a data recording and transmission 
system

• Link between the water meters and the 
identification of the animals to have the individual 
consumption

• Several animals are often present at the same time 
around the water trough

This tech works for me because I can check which animal is 
going to the water trough and also know when there is a 
leak.

FARMER FROM FRANCE

www.smartplatform.network

It would take 22 years for 72% adoption in Estonia.

• Set up costs ~ 2000 € / 200 € if you already have a 
box

• Subscription required: Yes, annual ~ 200- 500 €

• Ease of use? Scale 1 (Complicated) – 10 (Simple)

• Value for money (for this type of benchmark 
farm)?  Yes

• Recommend this tool/technology for use on 
other types of farm?  Yes  

Costs and 
Challenges

2 3 4 5 6 7 81 9 10
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