
Flock Recording
App

Recording individual animal
production/performance

Need:

Aim:

Description:

How to
Implement:

• Recording/collecting/analysing health data is
time-consuming/recording tags health issues,
including withdrawal period

• Combining of individual health data and all
other data

• Lambing records/ewe performance
• Performance recording (growth rates, slaughter

data etc.)
• Added value of digital technologies (cost, use

of technologies at some periods)

Country:
IRELAND

Production System
(dairy or/and meat
sheep/goat):
Dairy and meat
sheep

Category of Animal
(ewe, goat,
replacement, lamb,
kid):
Ewes

Attachment/Links:
https://smartplatform.
network/flock-
recording-app-sheep-
ireland/

Flock recording apps (e.g. Sheep Ireland) can be used
to performance record individual animals in a flock.
Depending on the app, data recorded such as weights,
mating information, litter size, parentage, medicine use
etc. This facilitates the comparison of animal
performance within and between flocks. Data can be
input manually or the app can be linked to an EID
reader through Bluetooth and record animal EID/tag
number automatically. The app will store this
information and reports can be generated depending
on data recorded e.g. growth rates.

All animals need to be individually identified i.e.
tagged. Open the app on your smartphone, input the
animal ID or scan their tag with an EID reader and
record data as required. The data is then uploaded
and saved online when the phone is connected to the
internet.
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Expected
Benefits:

Costs and
Challenges: • Need to have smartphone that can download

the app
• Internet connection needed to upload

information

It would take 16 years for peak
adoption of 6%.

www.smartplatform.network

•Saves time
•Helps selecting replacements/culls
•Collates flock data
•Provides ancestral information to facilitate mating
groups

• Set up costs ~ minimal if you already have a
smartphone

• Subscription is free for commercial flocks and €50-
100 for pedigree flocks

This tech works for me because it
provides ancestral information when I
am selecting which rams to mate with

my ewes. It helps to prevent
inbreeding.

IRISH FARMER

• Ease of use? Scale 1 (Complicated) – 10
(Simple)

• Value for money (for this type of benchmark
farm)? Yes

• Recommend this tool/technology for use on other
types of farm? Yes
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